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2007 SOUTHEASTERN WORLD AFFAIRS INSTITUTE 
  

HOW SHOULD THE UNITED STATES DEAL WITH THE REST OF THE WORLD?  
HOW SHOULD THE WORLD DEAL WITH THE UNITED STATES? 

Friday, July 27 - Sunday, July 29, 2007 
YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly, Black Mountain, NC 

Come for a weekend vacation in the beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains.  Expand your horizons on world issues.  Meet old friends 
and make new ones as you share the challenge of exploring new ideas.  The historic and extensive campus of the YMCA Blue 
Ridge Assembly conference center provides comfortable meeting space, motel-style rooms, tennis courts, hiking trails, a large 
swimming pool and playgrounds as well as rocking chairs for comfortable views of the mountains from the veranda of the 
ante-bellum style Robert E. Lee Hall.  The Institute offers stimulation for the mind and spirit along with relaxation for the 
body. 

 

SPEAKERS 
 

 

General John W. Vessey 
(United States Army, retired), Garrison, MN 

Crystal Williams, Esq., 
Deputy Director, American Immigration 
Lawyers Association, Washington, DC  

Marilyn Booth, Director, 
Program in South Asian and Middle Eastern 
Studies, University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign, IL 

Jon Sawyer, Director, Pulitzer 
Center on Crisis Reporting, World Security 

Institute, Washington, DC 

Ambassador Erasmo Lara-
Peña, Permanent Representative of the 
Dominican Republic to the United Nations, 
NYC 

Patrick B. Inman, Freelance 
Academic Editor and Independent Historian, 
Chapel Hill, NC 

Mark Gibney, Belk 
Distinguished Professor in the Humanities, 
University of North Carolina-Asheville, NC 

Klaus Becker, CEO, AMS 
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Directions to the YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly 
The YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly is an all-season conference center near Black Mountain, NC and about 
17 miles east of Asheville, NC.  Take Interstate 40 to the Black Mountain Exit; turn South on Hwy 9 and 
go ½ mile.  Bear right at the first YMCA Blue Ridge sign and go 0.9 mile.  The next YMCA Blue Ridge 

sign will be on your left – turn into the campus and follow the road to the main building for check-in. 
YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly  84 Blue Ridge Circle  Black Mountain, North Carolina 28711  

tel:  828.669.8422 
www.blueridgeassembly.org 

 
Proposed Reading List 

 
Blood on the Doorstep by Barnett R. Rubin (Century Foundation/Council on Foreign Relations, 2002) 
Any of the Center for Preventive Action publications on the Council on Foreign Relations website. 
www.cfr.org  Click the Think Tank tab, then Center for Preventive Action, then publications. 
Energy Conundrums (series of articles, various authors) Summer 2006 Issues in Science and Technology, 
Volume XXII, Number 4. 
A Second Look at Nuclear Power by Paul Lorenzini, Spring 2005 Issues in Science and Technology, 
Volume XXI, Number 3. 
It’s Not Too Late (Special report, series of articles, various authors) July/August 2006 Technology 
Review, Volume 109, Number 3. 
 
Spotlight on Legal Immigration to the United States, 
http://www.migrationinformation.org/USfocus/display.cfm?ID=414 
Immigration Policy in the United States 
http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/70xx/doc7051/02-28-Immigration.pdf 
Learning from IRCA: Lessons for Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
http://www.ailf.org/ipc/infocus/2006_comprehensive.shtml 
The Myth of Immigrant Criminality and the Paradox of Assimilation: Incarceration Rates Among Native 
and Foreign-Born Men  http://www.ailf.org/ipc/special_report/sr_022107.pdf 
Border Insecurity: U.S. Border-Enforcement Policies and National Security  
http://www.ailf.org/ipc/border_insecurity_spring06.pdf  
 
Words without Borders: The Online Magazine for International Literature. 
http://wordswithoutborders.org/ 
Banipal  http://banipal.co.uk; http://www.al-bab.com (poetry) 
Girls of Riyadh, by Rajaa Alsanea (Raja’ ‘Abdallah al-Sani’, Banat al-Riyadh, London, 2005), New York 

and London: The Penguin Press, forthcoming July 2007.  
The Loved Ones, by Alia Mamdouh (Al-Mahbubat, London and Beirut, 2003), Cairo: American 

University in Cairo Press, 2006. Winner of the Naguib Mahfouz Prize. 
Thieves in Retirement, by Hamdi Abu Golayyel (Lusus mutaqa’idun, Cairo, 2003). Syracuse, NY: 

Syracuse University Press, 2006, and Cairo, Egypt: American University Press, 2007. 
Identity Matters: Ethnic and Sectarian Conflict, edited by James L. Peacock, Patricia M. Thornton, and 
Patrick B. Inman (Berghahn Books,  New York and Oxford, 2007) 
http://www.berghahnbooks.com/title.php?rowtag=PeacockIdentity 
Mary Douglas, Natural Symbols: Explorations in Cosmology, 2nd ed. (Routledge Classics, London and 
New York, 2003). First published in 1970. 
Charles Taylor, Sources of the Self: The Making of the Modern Identity (Harvard University Press, 
Cambridge, MA, 1989) 
Samuel Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order, (Touchstone, New 
York, 1996)
 



              

www.americanfreedomassociation.org 
 
 

The 54th year of the American Freedom Association - SE World Affairs Institute 
HOW SHOULD THE UNITED STATES DEAL WITH THE REST OF THE WORLD?  

HOW SHOULD THE WORLD DEAL WITH THE UNITED STATES? 
 

Friday, July 27 
2:00 p.m.   Registration opens 
3 - 4:30 p.m.  UNA Western NC Chapter Workshop, presented by Mark Gibney,  Belk 

Distinguished Professor in the Humanities, UNC-Asheville 
6:00 p.m.  Dinner 
7:00 p.m.  Opening of Conference by Carol Burke , President of the AFA 

Announcements and Introductions by Klaus Becker, Conference Moderator 
Opening Presentation by Patrick Inman, Identity Matters , with Questions 

8:30 p.m.   Reception at The Cellar Door in Black Mountain 
Saturday, July 28 

8:00 a.m.  Breakfast 
9:00 a.m.  Presentation by Crystal Williams, Finding a Rational Immigration Policy , 

with Questions 
10:00 a.m.  Break 
10:30 a.m.  Presentation by Ambassador Lara-Peña, Peace and Development in the 

Caribbean Region, with Questions 
11:30 a.m.  AFA Membership Meeting, followed by AFA Board Meeting  
12:30 p.m.  Lunch 
AFTERNOON FREE  
6:00 p.m.  Dinner 
7:00 p.m.  High School Global Issues Program, Bill Dinkins, VP, Student Essay Contest,  
   presentation of one of the winning Oscar Merritt Essays by Jamison 
Hackelman;    Other Recognitions 
7:30 p.m.   Miriam & Sam Levering Lecture given by General John W. Vessey, Finding 

an Orienting Line toward the Future, with Questions 
9:00 p.m.  Social Hour with Refreshments and Music 

Sunday, July 29 
7:30 a.m.  Worship Opportunity with Brenda Goings, Trinity Episcopal, Mt. Airy, NC 
8:00 a.m.  Breakfast 
   (Room check-out before 10am) 
9:15 a.m.  Presentation by Marilyn Booth, Reading Arabic Literature in the Shadow of 

Iraq , with Questions 
10:15a.m.   Break 
11:00 a.m.  Panel Discussion with Speakers, moderated by Janet Malkemes 
11:30 a.m.   Conference Summary by Jon Sawyer 
12 Noon   Closing of Conference by Carol Burke 
12:30 p.m.   Lunch 

SEE YOU NEXT YEAR ON JULY 25, 2008 
 
The American Freedom Association wishes to thank the co-sponsors of the 2007 Institute: 

• YMCA Blue Ridge Assembly   
• Citizens for Global Solutions/WNC 
• League of Women Voters of NC 
• United Nations Association – USA 

(North Carolina Chapters) 
• Univ. of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 

Univ. Center for Int’l Studies 
• Univ. of North Carolina, Charlotte, 

Office of Int’l Programs 
• World Affairs Council of Charlotte  
• North Carolina World Trade 

Association – Charlotte Chapter


